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nly the name is circumstantial,

when one considers the so-called

economic-social-political
circumstances! An excuse to stigmatize a mess
for which nobody wants to take responsibility.
In this present day, who is ready and willing 1o
believe that the "sacrifices” proposed by
government and big business are truly
necessary? Many observers believe that the
present phenomenon is structural, whether we
dub it crisis, recession, depression or something
else. Even non-specialists see an inherent
characteristic of wild capital, whose internal
logic is punishing all of society.

In France the average citizen has become
aware of this fact. Here, on the other hand,
social sensitivity being less developed, citizens
construe lay-offs and cost-of-living increases as
natural disasters. The media, wisely piloted,
have addressed the recent French events as
little as possible. Information about the crisis
we are living through is despairingly neutral.
How is it then possible to defend what is
actually good about our democracy? How can
one throw out the bath water, while saving the
baby?

We must begin by giving the political sphere
new life.

That's what Vice Veraa tries to achieve, poco
a poco, in the Triangle and through its élan
towards its Mexican half-sister Viceversa (see
page 22).

We propose certain solutions, remedies,
antidotes; among them, counter-information,
ecological conscience and the ancient ideal of
social justice. And art? It's not excluded. But
please, it's not a matter of art things: objects-
made-by-artists, gathered, packaged and sold
as Art. It's a question of the artist's gaze at the
world. We must translate this look, this absence
of self-interest, this form of play into politics...

To enrich our reflection, while waiting for the
Age of Aquarius, let us read the opposite page,
The Alternative, a manifesto we believe in and
with which we wish to introduce a new
Vice Versa season. [L. T ]

Le Triangle et l'eau du bain

a conjoneture économico-politique

n'a de conjoncturel que le nom!

Une excuse pour atigmatiser un
marasme dont personne ne veut assumer la
responaabilite. Qui aujourd hui eat prét a
croire utiles et néecesaaires les sacrifices
qu'exigent les dirigeants des gouvernements
et ceux des grandes entreprises? Nombreux
sont ceux qui, deaormais pensent ce
phénomene astructurel, qu'on l'appelle erise,
récession, dépression ou autrement. Méme
les non-spécialistes y voient une
caractériatique inhérente au capital sauvage,
dont la logique a fini par penaliser la societe
entiére. £n France, les simples citoyena
a'en sont apergus. lci, par contre, la
sensibilite sociale étant plus mince, les gens
prennent les congédiementa et
l'augmentation du cout de la vie pour des
patalités naturelles.
Les médias, sagement pilotés, ont parlé le
moina poasible des evenements francais.
L'information aur la erise que nous vivons,
est d 'une neutralité désespérante!

Comment peut-on done défendre ce qu'il y
a de bon dans notre démocratie? Comment
jeter l'eau du bain tout en sauvant le bebe?
Il paut commencer par redonner du souffle
au politique.

C'est ce que Vice Versa essaie de faire,
poco a poco, dans le Triangle et par son €lan
vers sa demi-soeur mexicaine Viceversa
(voir page 22).

Parmi les solutions, les remeédes ou les
antidotes. nous proposona: la contre-
information. la conacience écologique et le
vieil idéal de la juatice sociale. £t ['art?

Il n'est pas a exclure, Maia attention, il n'est
pas question des choses artistiques. des
choses-faites-par-les-artistes, ramaasées,

emballées et vendues comme de ['Art. Il &'agit

plutét du regard de 'artiste. Ce regard, cette
absence d'intérét, ce jeu, il faut les jaire
passer en politique...

Pour réfléchir et en attendant ['Ere du
Verseau, lisons dana la page a cote,
The Alternative, un manifeste en lequel
nous croyons et avec lequel nous comptona
amorcer une nouvelle saison de Vice Versa [L. T/

Il Triangolo e I'acqua sporca

a congiuntura economico-politica

che ci chiede ancora sacrifici, non

convince nessuno. Ormai sono molti
a pensare che questo fenomeno, lo si chiami
crisi, recessione, depressione o altro, non ha
niente di congiunturale. Anche agli occhi dei
non specialisti appare come un'essenzialissima
caratteristica del capitale selvaegio, la cui
logica ha finito per penalizzare la societa.
In Francia se ne sono accorti. Qui, la sensibilita
sociale & minima e la gente prende i
licenziamenti e tutto il resto per delle calamita
naturali. | media, saggiamente pilotati, hanno
parlato il meno possibile degli avvenimenti
francesi e sulla crisi informano con assoluta
neutralital Allora, come difendersi, come
difendere cio che c'e di buono nella
democrazia? Come buttare via l'acqua sporca
ma non il bambino? Bisogna ridare fiato al
politico.

E quello che Viee Versa cerca di fare poco a
poco nel Triangolo e con uno slancio Nord/Sud
verso la sorellastra Viceversa di Citta del
Messico (vedi p. 22).

Tra le soluzioni, gli antidoti, i rimedi
proponiamo: la controinformazione, la
coscienza ecologica, il vecchio ideale della
giustizia sociale. E I'arte? Non é da escludere.
Ma non tanto le cose artistiche, le cose-fatte-
dagli-artisti, raccolte, impacchettate e vendute
come Arte, quanto lo sguardo dell'artista. E
questo sguardo, questo disinteresse.che
bisogna riuscire a portare in politica...

Per riflettere e in attesa di entrare nell'Era
dell'Acquario, leggiamo nella pagina affianco
The Alternative, un manifesto al quale
crediamo e con il quale contiamo iniziare una
nuova stagione di Vice Versa. [L.T.]
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ATTENTION WRITERS!
Famous...infamous...would-be...have-beens

here's an opportunity for your fiction to appear
in the Triangle Montréal-Toronto-New York!
Vice Versa Magazine is preparing

its FICTION issue of April 1996.

Theme: Three cities in a tale

Looking for fiction pieces in English, French,
Spanish and [talian that touch upon events in

the Triangle of Montréal, Toronto and New York.

Submission must include at least two of the cities.

Length: not exceeding 1250 words
Deadline: March 25, 1996

Format: Macintosh diskette

Send: S.AS.E. to Vice Versa office in
your town.

SuBSCRIPTION RATES [6 1S5UES])
TARIFS D'ABONNEMENT [6 NUMEROS]

@l]

INDIVIDUAL/INDIVIDU

Overseas/Qutremer

$15.00 01 $18.00 [ $25.00 L]
1nsnru‘hpns |
$30.00 (1 $35.00 $50.00 [
Suppo |
$50.00 $55.00 $70.00 O

Name/Nom=

ATTENTION TOUS LES ECRIVAINS!

Vous étes déja célébres... vous étes parmi ceux qu'on
appelle maudits ...écrivains aspirants...

ou vous étiez écrivains a un moment de votre vie ...
voila donc une occasion de faire connaitre votre
création dans le Triangle

Montréal-Toronto-New York !

ViceVersa prépare un numéro de fiction (avril 1996) .
Sujet: Un court morceau sur les trois villes.

Nous cherchons des courtes nouvelles

en francais, en anglais, en espagnol et en italien se
référant a ce qui se passe dans le Triangle par

nos villes. Les morceaux choisis devraient toucher
au moins deux villes a la fois.

Longueur: pas en exceés de 1250 mots.

Date limite: le 25 mars, 1996.

Format: disquette Macintosh.

Envover: enveloppe addressée, timbrée par
vous-méme au bureau de Vice Versa de votre ville.

Address/Ad

Province/State/Etat:
Postal Code/ZIP/Code postal:
Country/Pays:

Telephone/Téléphone:

Chegue or money order to a
Chéque ou mandat-poate 4

Vice Versa, P. 0. Box 991, Station A, Montréal [QC], H3C 2Wg Canada

Pﬁone & fax[514] 847.1593'

L

P KR



have entered an era of
projound transformation,
particularly in those countries

known as "advanced.” This process goes to the
root of the most basic structures of society. The
mutation brought about by information
technologies alters the very notion of progress,
as it has been known for millennia. The change
challenges the traditional role of work and its
function as a basic matrix and societal bond.

Socio-cultural change favours skills in
forming new relationships and in situations one
might refer to as "social symbiosis”; it fosters
personal self-fulfillment as it creates a new
involvement in a collective social project.

Capitaliat free-market economics is proving
unable to tame productivist and mercantile
mechanisms. It is not serving people’s needs.
We must invent a pluralist economy which
leaves room for factors other than market
forces. Such factors are social usefulness, the
needs for real social development or new ways
of sharing wealth: goods and services.

Thus financial, monetary levers of
intervention become crucially necessary. They

must be political, yet they require transparent
and democratic public institutions, adapted to
all sectors of society. A participatory
democracy, enlivened by active and
autonomous citizens must reinvigorate
traditional representative democracy and
transform power relationships.

These deep socio-economic transformations
should take place as part and parcel of progress
and civilization. Our task is historical and long-
term in nature. These changes affecting the
course of civilization would give priority to the
quality of life, as opposed to quantitative
growth, to full-time, but equally, to fulfilling
activity for women and men, rather than
traditional full employment. The protection of
the environment would be promoted. Convivial
competition as opposed to runaway economic
competitiveness, an economy with a human
face rather than techno-economics serving
"King-money” and the cult of economic
competition. This culture-enhancing policy,
integrated into political life, would give new
meaning to the latter.

A recasting of thought-patterns dwells at the

MANIFEST

FROM PARI

A GLOBAL FI
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FOR A SICK

Translated from French by Andrew Seleanu

phote: gilbert duclos

centre of these concerns. Today, knowledge, in
its far-reaching implications is becoming the
governing social force, inseparable from our
private and social lives. Complex and
encompassing the full spectrum of the sciences,
present-day knowledge tends to integrate and
fuse its methods with philosophical, poetic,
mythical and artistic creativity...

At an individual level, educational reform
would be aimed at teaching how to understand
the world. Such reform would help to putin a
larger context and inside a global setting
knowledge and information.

Students would become aware of the dangers
to which information overload exposes them
and would become more sensitive to the risk of
losing their powers of reflexion. Socially,
communication in a network including others,
as well as sharing widely one’s various
experiences, would foster the emergence of
collective wisdom and life-experience.

Taking such a perspective, economic and
social differences between societies engaged in
worldwide integration are no longer tolerable.
This integration process, which at present

1S BSJIIAIDIA
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exclusively serves transnational corporations,
must lead to a responsible world of human
solidarity. Room for action may be limited in
the case of nation-states, such as France.
However, in the case of larger and more
complex geopolitical formations, such as, for
instance, Europe, the conditions for the
alternatives of action contemplated in this
proposal, are favourable, if made subject to a
three-point proviso:

A clear turning-away from the methods
of the institutions generated at Bretton Woods,
is called for. These institutions are: the World
Bank, the International Monetary Fund, the
World Trade Organization, all forward bastions
of the "mandatory single-thought syndrome”,
i.e. the extension to all human activity and to
the entire planetary space of the logic of
“capitalist free-markert economics.”

Putting an end to the hypocrisy of aid to the
Third World, the ultimate form of colonialism.
It is necesary to open the democratic dialogue
between the countries of the North and South
for a mutual cooperation and economic
exchange policy;

Within this framework, preparing at a
global level an economic, ecological and social
contract setting limits to competition.

A policy of worldwide cooperation and
civilization with an ability to inspire anew a
planet beset by mental turmoil, is conceivable
only if it rests on renewed ethics.

Active alterability, openneas to the other
human beings seen as benepicial to us

precisely because they are different from us,

can make us sense and rediscover the rights

and duties of the planetary social bond: the

life-experience of responsibility and solidarity.
As we approach the 21st century, these

orientations would crown the conquests

of the French and American revolutions

and render meaningful the Rights of man

- to freedom and to safety- as proclaimed by

the Universal UN Declaration of Human

Rights. T
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This text was published in issue no. 33 of Transversales Science Culture for
May-June 1995. The magazine, describes itself as "a bi-semestrial interactive and
convivial newsletter, co-authored by a group of researchers, decision-makers and
citizens, independent of any financial support.” The editor is Jacques Robin. The
members of the editorial group are: André Bourguignon, Jean Chesneaux,
Dominique Genelot, Michel Hervé, Anne Brigitte Kern, Roger Lesgards,
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75015 Paris
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Montréal, Québec, Hz2X 2T7.
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Dear Vice Versa,

Your focus on the Toronto - New York -
Montréal triangle as explored through
interviews with mayors and taxi drivers offers
divergent glimpses into three essentially
dissimilar versions of urban modernity in
North America. Toronto - a Calvinist, Gothic -
puritanical, aseptic modernity - a faded
epiphany of taciturn, vaguely spooky
Protestant asepsis which produced the steam
engine, the polyrhythmic clangour of
mechanical phalli in the textile factories, and
lately the quixotic Golem-quest that is

artificial intelligence. Toronto - Salt Lake City
without the missionary zeal, a slate-grey
Midwest manqué. Toronto - not New York’s
Nietzsche - no dance over the abyss but a
somnambulistic passacaglia of monadic
solitudes cryogenically preserved in their
unthawed otherness, not New York’s melting
cauldron but a theme park of fossilized
ethnicity where capital “v” for Vice can still
produce a cabbie’s wide-eyed bemusement
over the demise of Toronto the Clean.

But where Toronto’s organic vintage - Calvinist
modernity is gloomy thrice-coded
expressionism, New York’s forced, historic,







